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TNIAZEK BYEYCHZOENTEREY ZAWODOWYCH

ZARZAD KOLA Nr I im. Lotnikow Podlasia w Bialej Podlaskiej

ul. tomaska 96a 21-500 Biata Podlaska
tel. 43-56-53 w. 451

RO Biala Podlaska, gata...04.06.1997r.

—

Stowarzyszenie Po

.ot: L= -

Zawiadamiamy, 2e na podstawie nagloénionej propozycji upamig-
tnienia lotnikéw USA, ktérzy ponie$li Smieré w okresie II-ej
VWojny Swiatowej w Europie z planowang kolejng lokalizacjg obiek~-
tu przy m. WORONIEC, spoleczno$é rejonu przelotu ugrupowania
wahadlowego lotnictwa USA i walki powietrznej w dniu 21.06.1944r.
jest za lokalizacjg przy trasie tranzytowej E-30 k/Krzewicy.
Propozycja za takg lokalizacjg wsparta jest wieloma slusznymi
argumentami.

Biorgc pod uwage sprzyjajgcy obywatelsko-patriotyczny klimat
wéréd mieszkafic6w okolicy, w tym z m. KRZEWICA, nalezy zaiat-
wié sprawy formalne tak z Radg Solecksg, jak i Gminng, by projekt
Pana mgr inz. architekta Marka AMBROZIEWICZA ujzal Swiatlo
dzienne w miejscu zwigzanym z historiq lotnictwa USA na Podlasiu.

Z powazaniem dla patriotycznej
inicjatywy upamietniania historii
zwigzanej z Podlasiem.

Otrzymuijg:
1. Rada Solecka w Krzewicy.

2. Rada Gminy w M-cu Podlaskim.
3. Dowédca JW 5058 w m.
4. D=-ca WOSL w Degblinie.




Flying Fortress

18 November 1997
Ken Rowland (390th Bomb Group)
13112 N, Howard Lane
Spokane, WA 99000

Dear Kens

Found your name in Aug '%SthAFNewaandmaending
you a photo of a memorial tablet in Poland erected by
the Lomianek Society for your 390th Oroup B-17 named
I'LL BE SEEING YOU shot down Sept 18 '44 on a supply
drop to Warsaw,
The data on the crew was furnished to me by a great
guy from our 452nd Bomb Group(Enclosed),
The phogo was sent to me by: Jersy Stessewski
ul, Podlesna 58
21-500 Biala Podlaska
POLAND
Wonder if Radioman Marcus L. Shook(Evadee) or Jemes
D. Christy(POW) are still 1living?

I was Navigator on B-17 BTO IN THE ETO, 452nd BO 729
Sqdn, piloted by Louis R. Hernandes of El1 Paso, Texas
shot down in German ocoupied Poland about 60 niles
East of Warsaw - the first England-to-Russia Shuttle
Mission (Mission Frentic IT) on June 2P, 1944 - we
wound up with Polish Home (Partisan) Army as infantry-
men for 4O days before finally getting into Russian
held sone - thence back to England,

Regards MM % ?é%

Alfred R. Lea, 5330 Indigo, Houston, Texas 77096-1208

GALVESTOM, TEXAS

ce: Jersy Stasewski/Poland

18 November 1997
Dear Jersy:

I have found with the help of a friend a member of the 390th
Bombardment Group which was the home of the B-17 in the photo
you sent to me,

The men of that group will be grateful to you for sending

the photo of the memorial, - Wﬂ : Vgg/l_/



5330 Indigo
Bouston, Texas
77096 = 1208

May 13, 1997 .(m3) 664 - 1915

8;!: AF NEWS - MAIL CALL

o/o Jemes W, Eill, Managing Editor
125 Ramblevood Road o
Penngylvarnia Furnacs, PA 1686§

WANTED: B-17 VERTICAL FIN & RUDDER
Needed from B-17E, F or 0 Modsl, for &
memorial to USAAF veterans that gave
their lives liberating Europe in WWII,
Doesn't have to be "Flyable® « f£in aft
from assembly. joink ahsad .of horisontal
stabiliger is desired; rudder nsed not
bave fabric covering, Memorial planned
in Eastern Poland near vhere B-17 and
P-51 vere shot down by Me-109s Jwne 21,
1944 on "Mission Frentic II", England-
to-Russia,

Conteot A1 Les, (713) 664-1915, PLEASE!

Attached dr&uinga by Architeot Marek Ambrosiewios show the site elong
Berlin/Warsau/Moscow Highuey B-30 near the village of Woronieo, and &n
enlarged site plan adjacent to highway spur to the villags of Sutory.

The memorial incorporates & plaga, reised 16 inches above the surrounding
.. gress and wildflover areas, in the full-sised planform shepe of & B-17

- whose black color symbolises the shadow of & bomber overhead. The vertical
fin/rudder segment will incorporate midrial tablets, Noarby trees of the
Weeping Willow tmﬂ,johmatoriu the sorrows of war,

The people of Poland have never forgotten the sacrifices made to liberate
Eurcpe, and wish to visibly affirm their gratitude to USAAF fliers which
made the supreme sacrifice in lands very far from their homes,

I'4 appreciate it if the "Wanted" plea could be published and I'd enswer
each letter or telephone call, I do not have access to E-Mail or FAX,

7

Also sent to following: 8th AF NEWS, 9th AF Historical
Alfred £ Xad Society, 12th AF Historian, 15th AF Agsociation, Experimen
8th AF Veteran, | Aircraft Association(EAA), Champlin Fighter Aces Assoc.,

* | Flying Tigers Warbird Museum, Pima Air Museum, Air Force
Association(AFA), Cavanaugh Flight Museum-Dallas, 452nd
Bomb Group Agsoc., Air Forces Escape & Evasion Society
(AFEES), Bruce Slasienski, leonard Glinski




Edward T. Hinrichs
7585 North Shore Circle
Forest Lake, MN 55025
Nov. 14,1997

Alfred R. Lea

5330 Indigo

Houston TX 77096-1208
Dear Al,

Hope this data is what you were looking for. I am not
sure but I do know you wanted to know the Group number.

If you get on the internet, I have a Web Site at $
www.missingplanes.com I also can be reached by email
missplanes@aol.com

Good luck, it was nice to hear from you.

Sep. 18 1944 Supply Drops For Market/Garden, Warsaw
8 bombers lost

B-17 named ‘I’ll be seeing you’

390" Bomb Group 568°" Bomb Squadron

Plane #43-38175 MACR 10205

Fighters and Flak cause it to crashed near Warsaw
1**/Lt. Francis E. Akins Pilot KIA
2nd/Lt. Forrest D. Shaw Co-pilot KIA
F/0 Ely Berenson Navigator KIA
2™/Lt. Myron S. Merrill Bombardier KIA
T/Sgt. Frank P De Cillis Engineer KIA
T/Sgt. Marcus L. Shook Radioman EVD
S/sgt. George A. Mac Phee B. T. Gunner KIA
s/sgt. Paul F. Haney R. W. Gunner KIA
S/sgt. ‘James D. Christy L. W. Gunner POW

S/Sgt. Walter D. Shimshook Tail Gunner KIA

There are two guys that may be still alive but I could not
find them in our directory.

As ever

Ed /

oot Ken Rowland, 390th sent by Lea
Wersy Stassewski-Biala Podlaska



Marek Ambroziewicz Warszawa,7 maja 1997 .
02-538 Warszawa A
Kazimierzowska 57/61 m.35

Pan

kpt.Jerzy Staszewski
ul.Podlesna 58

21-500 Biata Podlaska

Szanowny Panie Kapitanie
Zaskoczony trescig listu Pana z dnia 23.04.97

wyJjasniam co nastepuje :

1.Nie jestem historykiem,lecz tylko interesujg sig wyda-
rzeniami ostatniej wojny,;laszcza na terenie Podlasia.

2.W ostatnich miesigcach przed tzw wyzwoleniem bytem zox-
nierzem Oddziatu Partyzanckiego "Zenona" 34 pp Armii Krajowej.

3.0becnie w ramach dzistalnosci Srodowiska naszego oddzia-
tu z siedzibg w Domanicach,uczestnicze w dziatalnosci upamigtnie-
nia akeji i walk AK na Podlasiu.

4.Zapro jektowatem zrealizowany 14.05.4995 w Sarnakach
pomnik pos’wi‘econy "Uczestnikom akcji AK w operacji V-2 Sarnaki " .

5.Zapro jektowatem zrealizowang 16 lipca'1995 w Klasztorze
00 Paulinéw w Lesnej Podlaskiej na zycjenie Swczesnego Przeora
0 dr E.Rakoczego tablice pamigtkows "Zoinierze Oddziaiu Partyzanc-
kiego "Zenona" 34 pp 9 Podlaskiej D.P.Armii Krajowej 1943-1944 ",
na ktérej sg wymienieni réwniez lotnicy amerykarscy.

6.Zapro jektowatem w styczniu 1997 pomnik w Wororcu,do kté-
rego realizacji czynimy przygotowania. '

7.Razem z okoto dwustu partyzantami z Oddziaiu "Zenona"
bytem Swiadkiem przelotu armady Sit Powietrznych Standéw Zjednoczo-
nych w dniu 21.06.1944,a réwniez przybyciem do oddziatu i uczest-
nictwa w jego walkach siedmiu lotnikdw US 8th AF.Byta to zatoga
samolotu,ktéry spad:t w rejonie Wororca.

8.Nie interesujg mnie szczegdiy osiggnigé "asa" niemieckie-
go lotnictwa w dniu 21.06.1944,lecz dzieje siedmiu amerykarskich
lotnikéw,ktérych los dostownie zrzucit na termdziatalnosci pod-
laskich partyzantéw Armii Krajowe]j.Z dziesigcioosobowej zatogi
latajgcej fortecy B-17 G nikt nie zgingt,tylko trzech dostalc sig
do niewoli,w tym‘ciez}cora.nny sierz.Wwilliam Cabaniss,o ktdrego
Smierci podawaty niektdére Zrdédta. Wszyscy wrécili do USA w 1945 r.

' 9.Nie sadze,by powyzsze wydarzenie mozlg. byto nazwaé "tra-
gedia lotnikdéw USAF ", jak Pan okresla w swoim liscie.

10.Na projektowanym pomniku bedzie napis tej tresci :

-



LGLd .o

" W HOEDZIE
41 802/ CZTERDZIESTU JEDEN
TYSIACOM OSMIUSET DWOM/
LOTNIKOM SIE POWIETRZNYCH
STANOW ZJEDNOCZONYCH,KTORZY
ODDALI SWE 2YCIE NIOSAC
WoLNO&C¢ OKUPOWANYM KRAJOM
EUROPY, NISZCZAC SKUTECZNIE
NIEMIECKI POTENCJAE, MILITARNY

W DOWOD WDZIECZNOSCI
I PAMIECIL 2
POLACY
WORONIEC, .... 199 ..

Podkreslam z naciskiem,ze mowa jest o wszys t -
kich lotnikach amerykarskich zebitych-4 zaginionych w
Bitwie o Europe w czasie II-ej Wojny Swiatowej.

Pospiech z jakim Pan wystgpuje o podanie adresu pik.
Alfreda Lea moze byé tylko poczytany jako cheé torpedowania
naszej inicjatywy budowy pomnika.Stanowczo nie zyczymy sobie,
by nasz kolega z oddzialu pa.rtyzanckiego"'Zenona" i Jego zyjg-
cy koledzy lotnicy,byli przedmiotem jakichkolwiek napa.sci ze
strony nieznanych Im oséb z Polski.

Wypowiedzi Alfreda Lea na temat lgdowania na Podlasiu
i pobytu w polskiej partyzantce znajdzie Pan w wycinkach z prasy
amerykanskiej,ktére zaigczam.

Inne opisy tych wydarzen znajdzie Pan w ksigzkach :
-Jerzego Sroki "9 Podlaska Dywizja Piechoty A.K." oraz
-Stanistawa Lewickiego "Zapis ocalenia".

Jesli Pan dysponuje historycznymi dokumentami
na ten temat,chetnie si¢ z nimi zapoznamy my i inni adresaci Pan
licznych wystgpien,ktére przynoszg szkode naszej inicjatywie,a
przenoszone po za granicg Kraju,nie przysporzg Panu chwaly,a nie
stety przyniosg ujme sSrodowisku polskich weterandw.II-ej Wojny
Swiatowej.Chciatbym traktowaé te sprawe za zakonczong

ia&gezniki : 6 stron M : A e



% YR BYEYCH OLNERIY AWODOWICH

ZARZAD KOLA Nr | im. Lotnikow Podlasia w Bialej Podlaskiej

ul. tomaska 96a 21-500 Binta Podlaska
tel. 43-56-53 w. 451

Ldz. 43/97/3 Bilala Podlaska ., 14,07.1997r,

AEROKLUB PODLASKI
Lotnisko Krzewica k/Migdzyrzeca Podl.
Biala Podlaska

Lul, M.Konopnickiej 3 "B" gt

b

¥ nawigzaniu do pisma L.dz.A.P.-K.22/97 z dnia 21.06.97r. informujg~-
cego zainteresowanych budowq pomnika upamigtniajgcego polegiych lotni-
kéw USA w okresie II-giej Wojny Swiatowej w Europie - zadeklarowanie
bezplatnego przelotu motolotnig z uczestnikiem tragicznego lotu w dniu
21.06.1944r. nad m.KRZEWICA, skladamy serdeczne podzigkowanie za tak
vymyflng dcklltacj'. ktére pozwoli ustalié fakty historyczne tragiczne~
go 3-go lotu wahadlowego w szyku dywanowym samolotéw ‘bombowych "B-17"
v eskorcle wlasnych my§liwcéw typu "MUSTANG"™ nad okupowang Polskg - Pod~
lasienm,

To ten tragiczny lot wpisal sie¢ zlotymi zgloskami w historie¢ Podlasia
= Polski i USA. Znalazl pelne zrozumienie 1 zaangazowanie wéréd tych,
ktérym jest bliske historia regionu i lotnictwa.

Za zadeklarowany przelot nad terenem walki povwietrznej w dniu 21,06,
1944r. pomigdzy lotnictwem USA, a Luftwaffe - z géry dziekujemy.
Lfzujemy si¢ zaszczyceni, e takg deklaracje sktadajg Ci, co w szlify
sortéw lotniczych egzaminy skladali nad { w Krzewicy.
“#n pomyslowof€ w ustaleniu lokalizacji jeszcze raz dzigkujemy 2yczgc
.-zystkiego najlepszego, wszelkiej pomy&lnosci, dalszych sukceséw, pomyé~-
lnych wiatréw oraz tylu lgdowafi, co startéw, a przede wszystkim jek naj-
wigcej zewsze dobrego zdrowia, pogody ducha pod bezpiecznym Podlaskim -
Polskim niebem.
Z 2olnierskimi lotniczymi pozdrowieniami
Za Zarzaqd Kola Nr 1

ZBZZ im.Lotnikéw Podlasia
P_REZ!S KOtA NR
Iwiazku Brlych Zotniersy ZawoBowyeh

im. ( Ow Podasis
Otrzymujg: % :
ayr 16z, Wladysiaw Dorosagh



5330 Indigo
Houston, Texas
77096-1208 U.S.A.
Waldemar Gronoste jski N
@‘_ul\. Konopnickiej 3B 11 September 1997
21-500 Biala Podlaska
POLAND

Dear Weldemar:

Thank you for your several letters and the data you enclosed with them.

I have had some difficulty having them transleted. It isn't easy to find
Polish people who have moved to America that still are able to translate
letters . It is better if you have someone write that can use English -

if that is convenient. I regret never heving leerned Polish when there in 44,

There is some difference about where the monuments should be located,
Also there is confusion about the USAAF flier buried at Miedsyrek - I

was at this grave in lete July, 19/4 and it is the grave of Frank Sibbett,
the P-51 MUSTANG pilot, He died in the hospitel there after being shot
down nearby. A monument for him might well be at the airport; there it
would be simple for your seroclub to wetch after it. Some sources there
in Poland think more than one(l) P-51 was shot down - &lso that more than
one(1l) B-17 was shot down., Records show that only one P-51 and one B-17
was shot down, Also there is a mistaken idea that either the pilot or
someone else of the B  crew was killed - that is not true, Three(3) were
teken prisoner-of-war(Ball Turret Gunner William Cabeniss, Tail Gumner
Arnold Shumete, ané Radio Operator Jack White); seven(7) were picked up
by the 34th Regiment, AKX (Zenon's command), and subsequently turned over
to the Russians about July 31 or September 1 or 2, 1944.

Also there seems to be &n opinion that anywhere from one(1l) to three(2)
Iuftwaffe Me-109s were shot down by USAAF planes. Neither I or any of our
crewmen seem to recall any Luftwaffe ships being shot down, nor do the
USAAF records we have indicate any, We seem to recall that they made a
very quick climibing attack up from below about 7/10 cloudcover to our
formation which was near 15,000 feet =ltitude. Then just as quickly AZ7ing
back to the protection of the cloudcover. Unfortunetely we have never
been contected by any of the Luftwaffe pilots,.

Our maps show the village of SWORY which I could see from where I landed in
my parachute about a mile away. This area and near WORONIEC is where most
of the crewmen lended and the B-17 crashed; that seems to be the fitting
and proper place for the B-17 replica monument to be located.

Respectfully yours,

oL

cc. A Flying Fortress Is Forever
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Jerzy Staszewski
ul. PodleSna 58
21-500 Biata Podlaska
Polska - Poland

Mr. Alfredzie R. Leo
Veteranes 8-th AF USA
5330 Indigo

Houston, Texas

77096 - 1208 USA

Dot: Dnia 21.06.1944 roku -,

III lotu wahadiowego "B-17" w eskorcie "Mustangdw" nad okupowang
Polskg - Podlasiem.

Wiadomym mi jest, ze byt Pan czionkiem zatogi bombowca "B-17"
peinigc funkcje nawigatora pokiadowego w dniy tragedii zestrze-
lonego przez mySliwca Luftwaffe nad lotniskiem KRZEWICA koo
Miedzyrzeca Podlaskiego.

RatowaliScie sig¢ skokiem ze spadochronami po nawrocie samolotu

o 180°.

Ladowanie 10-ciocosobowej zatogi z "B-17" nastgpito przy duzym
"rozrzucie" w "tréjkacie" miedzy Sworami, Cytujkami, RogoZneczka.
Samolot "B-17" rozbil sie w poblizu ladowania pierwszych trzech
lotnikéw, z ktbérych jednego (Nr 3) podjgt ojciec z synem pracujg-
cy przy koszeniu koniuszyny.

Pierwszg "zbidrke" na Polskiej - Podlaskiej ziemi mieliScie na
skraju wsi Swory, a nastepnie zostaliScie odwiezieni do oddziatu
partyzanckiego "Zenona". :

To tyle w skrdcie telegraficznym.

Obecnie czynione sg starania upamiqtﬂienia lotnikdw USA, ktérzy
polegli w II wojnie Swiatowej w Europie.

To jest szczytny cel, akceptowany przez Srodowisko lotnicze.
Szkoda, ze projektant lokalizuje ten pomnik w miejscu nie zwig-
zanym z tragiczng historig Waszego przelotu nad naszym Podlasiem.
Uwazam, ze w czasie lotu, w koficowym szyku kolumny samolotdw
"B-17" prowadzit Pan nawigacje ogdlna, czujac sie bezpiecznie

w eskorcie "Mustangéw" i by&é moze, Ze nie zauwazyl Pan startuja-

cych z przeciwnym kursem do Waszego lotu "Meserszmity" z lotniska



KRZEWICA.

To one zéatakowaly Wasz samolot od strony siofica, nad "wiasnym"
lotniskiem.

Jeden z “MustangQw" zostat zestrzelony w czasie walki na duzej
wysokoSci i eksplodowal. Nie znaleziono ciata pilota.

Drugi "Mustang", k%éry osigniat Was i pozostal najdiuzej nad
Polskg, byl zestrzelony nad lotniskiem w KRZEWICY, pilot ratowat
sig¢ skokiem ze spadochronem, ktdry nie zadziatal ze wzgledu na
matg wysokoSE&.

Pilot ponibst Smieré uderzajgc o ziemie - zostal pochowany na
cmentarzu w Miedzyrzecu Podlaskim pod nazwiskiem por.pil. FRANK
T. Sibbett z San Francisko.

W walce wyeliminowano 3 - 5 sztuk "Meserszmitdw", ktdre lgdowaty
przymusowo.

OsobiScie uwazam; tak jak i koledzy, 2e lokalizacja pomnika winna
mieé miejsce przy trasie E-30 przy lotnisku KRZEWICA, to jest

na kursie Waszego przelotu i miejscu Smierci obrofcy "B-17",
pilota z "Mustanga".

Wasz tragiczny przelot nad Podlasiem interesowal mnie od czerwca
1944 roku.

Najwiecej danych zebratem latajgc z tego lotniska, w latach
1951 - 1954.

Dlatego tez uwazam, ze jako lotnicy z samolotdw bombowych, - Pan
spod znaku "biatej gwiazdy", a ja spod "biato-czerwonej szachow-

nicy", bedziemy mogli na odlegtoSC ustalié lokalizacje wspomnia-

nej przestrzennej inwestycji.

Wiem, 2e projektantowi moja propozycja nie odpowiada, gdyz ma

w tym swdj cel nie zwigzany z historig przelotu samolotdw i

Smierci ilotdédw USA w dn. 21.06.1944r..

MoJja propozycja lokalizacji w KRZEWICY znajduje poparcie przez

Urzgd Gminy w Miedzyrzecu Podlaskim, gdyZ przedstawiona tragedia

bohaterskich pilotdéw z "Mustangdw" historycznej walki, Jest

atutem wigczgcym tak zaszczytne upamigetnienie w tym terenie.

Jezeli dojdzie Pan do wniosku stusznych moich sugestii i propo-
zycji, co do lokalizacji w m. KRZEWICY, - to prosze odpisaé.
Po pozytywnej Pafiskiej odpowiedzi, jako dawny pilot bombowy,
bede mégt zaoferowaé swojg pomoc w upamietnieniu lotnikdw USA,
nie zapominajgc o lotnikach Polakach z R.A.F. i Polskich Dywizjo-

nach! kt6rz¥ gingli w_czasie w;konxwania zadah w 14 kragach




Europy w okresie II wojny &wiatowej.

W oczekiwaniu na odpowiedZ
Z powazaniem i lotniczymi

- We hope this information is of help to you.
Sincerely yours.

Do wiadomoSci: P P ¢ Wt pll.ses.

Do.vledonofels AN JERZY STASZEWSKI
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5330 Indigo
Houston, Texas

TIO%-1208 USA
Jersy Staszewski
ul. Podlesna Nr 538 11 September 1997
21-500 Biala Podlaska
Poland

Dear Jersy:

Thank you for your several latters and the data you enclosed with them,

I have had some difficulty having chem translated; finally I have found

a man in Chicago recommended liy tlie Polish Air Force Association, I dare
uot imposae on him tor oftsn, aud it is better if you have someone write

that can use English - If that is convenient.

There seems to be some differences about where the monuments should be
located, In July of 1944 I have been to the grave of Frank Sibbett, the
P-51 MUSTANG Pilot in Miedsyrek - he had died in the hospital there...
after having been shot down nearby. 4 monument for him might well be at

the airport; there it would be easy for the aero club to watch after it

to see that it was properly maintained., Some sources in Poland seem to think
more than one P-51 was shot down that battle, however records support a
single ship, that of Sibbett being the only fighter of USAAF to go down
there. Also some claim two B-17s being shot down - that too is erroneous

as our ship"BTO In The ETO" was the only B-17 shot down in that battle,

I have seen some references to at least three(3) Me-109s having been
shot down. I, nor any of my crewmen seem to recall any Luftwaffe ships
being shot down, Our recollection is that they made a very quick at*eck
and 2eparted as fast as they had come up from beneath the approximately
7/10 cléud cover below our formation,

Another error involves some concerns that one of the B-17 crew was killed;
this is not true. Three(3) were taken prisoners-of-war (William Cabaniss,
Arnold Shumate, and Jack White). Seven(7) were picked up by the 34th Regt.
AK (Zenon's command), and subsequently turned over to the Russians near
Biala Podlaska &bouk July 31 or maybe September lst or 2nd,

On the maps you sent I easily found the village of SWORY which I could see
from where I landed in my parachute about & mile away. This aree and near

Woroniec is where most of the crewmen landed and the B-17 crashed ; that

Seems to be the fitting and proper place for the B-17 replica monument to
be located,

o e e ot

Enclos: A Flying Fortress Is Forever
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Kod dywizjonu essss przed R/T
na kadtubie

USAAF 452 Grupa Bombowa, 729 Dywizjon ~
Boeing B-17 G nr 4238202% BTO in the ETO
Pilot i d-ca 2/Lt. Louis R. HEMANDEZ
21.06.44 FTR GF CR Swory - 7 EVD, 3 POW -

E&E 922, 923, 924, 938, 2227 - MACR 10288 *

"Frantic 2" rozpoczely startujace 21 czerwca 1944 roku
z*Anglii jednostki 8 Floty (452 Grupa startowata z lot-
niska Deopham Green), bombardujac Ruhland, Elsterwerde
(obie miejscowosci poloZone 45 km na pdinoc od Drezna) i
Biata Podlaska. Na operacje te startowalo, pod eskorta
70 Mustangdw, 163 fortec B-17. Zawrdcilo ich 18, straco-
no 3? a dalsze 53 fortece zniszczyli Niemcy na lotnisku
w Poltawie w nocy 21/22 czerwca w nocnym dwugodzinnym

ataku. **  (4231359" 452 731 "a" MID CR Rheinsherg,2/Lt Lerum,6KIA,4POW)
(4231810% 452 729 "z" FTRINT Sweden 2/Lt Anderson. 10 INT)

Rastre 5,311,313,363,378 - Paul M. ANDREYS & ¥William H. ADAMS
"Heavy Bombers of the Mighty Eighth", Eighth Air Force Memorial
Museum Foundation, Warrenton (PO.Box 3010 Va 22186-1710), 1995 str 4\

© str. 296 - Kajetan BIENIECKI "Lotnicze wsparcie Armii Xrajowej",
Arcana (ul.Krowoderska 26/5, 31-142 Krakédw), 1994, str 611 + 5 map

Ohjadnienia skrotdw:

CR - Crashgd, Pilot had little control of A/C
E&E - Escape & Evasion (Report number)

EVD - Evaded capture or escaped from prison
FTR - Failed to return

GF - German Fighter

MACR - Missing Air Crew Report

R/T - Rear Turret



Alfred R. Lea

5330 Indigo
Houston, Texas
Jersy Stassewski 77096-1208 U.S.A.
ul, Podlesna 58
21-500 Bisla Podlaska 11 November 1997
Poland
Dear Jersy:

Thank you for your lstter with the photograph which you have noted as
"Air Postkarte-'Mountain West Prints' and dated 15 VIII 97 showing
the monument "Memorial Heroic Crew" erected by the Society Lomianka,
I have been able to understand only a very few words by translating
with my pocket-sised Polish/English/Polish dictionary.

Unfortunately some fo the words are obscure and seem to have dissolved
away, Too bad that the date is only clear as to "1944" - the exact date
would help identify the crash location, as well as the 8th Air Force
Bomberdment Qroup number, I interpret the last three(3) words to state
"esofrom artillery of the enemey."

The monument is very nice, with the symbol of the 4-engined bomber, and

it would seem the plane was attempting to supply materials to the people
of Warssawa during the 1944 siege during the month of September. I de not
recognise any of the ten(10) orgnn's names as being from owr Bomb,
Group; the name on the bottom left is indistinot. I will send the nemes to
several persons whom pay be able to determine the origin of the plane,

por Frangis Aking slert George Mc Phee
ppor Forrest Shaw slert Marcus Shook
ppor Ely Berenson slert Walter Shimshock
ppor Myron Merrill siert Jeames Christy

siert Frenk deCirlis(?) siert Paul Haney

The map in my World Atlas does not show the town of Lomianek. Would it be
possible for you to send me the location of Lomianek; also if you could send
me the English translation of the inscription on the monument it would
help a great deal in alerting the American families or Bombardment Group.

The photograph of the people and children in Lesna-Podlaska of 1995 is nice,
the children all seem very serious. This is the town where there is the
monument to the 34th "Zenona" Regiment,I believe, at the Conwent.

I am glad to see you have a picture of B-17G "TEXAS RAIDERS" - I have been

fortunate to be in the crew of "Her" many times at airshows and once in a
television movie production "IKE" - about our General Dwight. Eisenhower,

Best wishes, o ; )

cc: Hank North, Edward T. Hinrichs James W, Hill



Alfred R. Lea

5330 Indigo
Houston, Texas
Jersy Stasszewski 77096~1208 U.S.A.
ul. Podlesna 58
21-500 Biala Podlaska 12 October 1997
Poland
Dear Jersy:

It has taken me a long time to get your letter of 22,06,1997 translated
and then to acknowledge it., You told me of some of the things you learned
studying about the B-17G - and it will interest you to know that in the
list of pilots from Texas, I have flown many many times with Buddy Cooksey,
and Mike Burke, also at least once with Hess. These 3 pilots flew with

the Confederate Air Force when I was active there also, It seems to me
that Hess was a fighter pilot, perheps p*5ls in WWII, Cooksey and Burke
are younger men, not old enough to have flown during WWII, Mike Burke's
father, Eddie, was a flier in the IS Navy during WWII and used to pilot
the B-17G "Texas Raiders" of the Confederate Air Force.

"Texas Raiders" B-17G is still flying and is 53years old - usually "She"
is stationed here at Ellington Field, in Houston, Texas. During the
summer season "She" appears at many airshows throughout the U.S.A...

VP-X group identification letters - S/N(Serial Numbey)483872 is on the
dorsal fin and this actually refers to 44-83872, ie: Contract of 1944,
aircraft number 83872, The confusing thing about the construction contract
numbers is that for example 44 implies 1944, 42 implies 1942 awarded
contract, but some planes with the serial nymber beginning with a 2 were
built under a contract awarded in 1942 BUT yere not built until 1944,

Only such confusion could happen in U.S.A,

"Thunderbird™ B-170 also is still flying and is 53 years old - "She" is
stationed at Scholes Field, Oalveston, Texas at The Lone Star Flight
Museum,,. BN-U group identification letters - S/N 238050, Both "Thunderbird"
and "Texas Raiders" are painted in the olive drab finish that was seen on
the earlier built/delivered B-17Q aircreft; later all were delivered in the
bright alumimm skins - the savings in weight by omitting the paint was
significant - seems I recall over 500 pounds (equal to 90 gallons of gas-
oline fuel extra - or more bomb load).

"Chuckie" B-17G at Fort Worth, Texas is 48543 with letter "W" in black square
on the dorsal fin/rudder, with silver finish and yellow stripes, owned by
Vintage Flying Machines, Also 53 years old and still flyinge

"Sentimental Journey" B-17G at Mesa, Arisona, Confederate Air Force.
S/N 483514, Black letter "B" in white painted square on tail, silver finish.

The last time I talked to friends that should know, it seems there are about
12 to 15 B-17s still flying.The Boeing Airplane Co. in Seattle, Washington
have a beautiful museum at Boeing Field, They are restoring a B-17F, a silver
ship, S/N 42-29872. A book named "FINAL CUT"™ — The Post War B-17 F%ﬂﬁ
Fortress: The Survivors" by Scott A. Thompson was published in , Library
of Congress Catalog Card No. 90-60027 and ISBN 0-929521-32-3 is & great
book and was published at $12,95 US.

I am happy you have access to so much B-17 information,
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NIEPODLEGEOSCIOWY

ZWIATEK Z0ENIERZY

ARM!I KRAJOWE)
BIAtA PODIASKA

Biala Podlaska dn. 46.44.1297r,

AKT REPLIKI ODSIONIBCIA I POSWIECENTA

TARLICY  PALTATKOWRI.

Dziz™0 sie¢ to rolm Pafskiero tysiac dziewieéset dzieviedziesijtego
siddmego, miesigca listopada dnia Jadaaaa#ego, na Dworcu P.K.P.

w BiaXej Podlaskiej. Sremastego

Replika tablicy poswigcona przez Ks. prob. W.N.M.P. Mieczys*awa 3korodziuka.
Odsonigcie i Poéwiecenie Repliki Tablicy pamigtkowej z udziaXem,
NiepodlegXosciowego Zwigzku ZoXnierzy Armii Krajowej,

Jednostki Wojskowej 5058 w Biatej Podlaskiej, delegacjiPolskich Kolei
Panstwowych, i miejscowego spoteczeristwa.

Ku pamigci Ze Jézef Pitsudski honorowy obywatel m. Biatej Podlaskiej

i gmin powiatu Bialskiego.

Ze dnia’ 03.69.1920 roku, Jézef PiYsudeki dekorowa} oficerdw i Zoinierzy,
oraz D-c¢ 34 p.p. Narbut-Zuczyjyskiego KrzyZem Viltuti military

Witany przez ludnoéc cywilng jako Wodzg Niepodleglosci. i“&£°
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